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Hun&eds of peptide antibiotics h4ve bgen describe_d in
the past half-century t1-3]. These fall into rwo classes,

non-ribosomally synthesized peprides, such as the
gramicidins, p olymyxins, baci rracins and glyc opeptides,
and ribosomally synthesized (natural) peptides,:intlud-
ing the defensins, cecropins and rnagainins. The for,me;
are often drastically modified and qre !.4rgcly prgdrtced
by bacteria, whereas the latter ,sre-"b,'r-duced j bi dl
species of life (includirg bacteria) as e major com-
ponent of the natural host defense molecules of these

species. Both include peptides with a strong net positive,
charge and are beinq 9oryi*r-{ f,or gr ar,e already use$
for the therapy o{ PsgydQryeffius'^airufihosa infiiciions oi
cystic fibrosis (cF) p.a.fleryts; I 
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CF is the most corrlmon, eve!$Jually fa$flS ittro;,,
somal-recessive generic disease irrtlqlw' ssiilq$.',fi il'
caused by r defect in the CF rran$rr{g' bane t ${arorr,
chloride channel protein. The,;evefittial cause o{ d*irth'
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Chronic ?, ao'ruginoae lung infeqtia{, in $yotia -- r'- . i

tl:Dfos I S and diffuse panbronchiolitis 5 Ss3

Woods M. R*ii.V.' Hancock, uryublished). Thus we

feel that stsiiffi*Aial cetionic peptideJ-have excellent

potcntial,.in Ct to'dpffi P aeru$iitq lung infections.

Dsth th} cationic p,,ryffi 'rBPIzl (NeuPrex, Xoma

Corp5 GI USA) and lB-S*,y {a,protegrin-like cationic

peptide frorn Inlpabiogicp) are reported to be

ff::::r.1s 
phuser $ {r4ffi} cxihi.eal qiels for use in cF
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